CALGARY PROCESS

There are half a million people in Calgary, same as in
Portlend or San Jose or Albuquergue but Calgary is very
different from those clitlesz.

It's been a boomtown twenty years, first cattle, then oil
taak over and now construction goes on in all directions.
Cnlgary slts on the prairie slope, sloping down from the
Rockles,, from Banff with its beautiful hot spring pool that
surrounds you with steam as you swim in the middle of those
anowy mountains. Calgary is jumping off into time == there 's
enough space and water so a hundred million could live
on this nueleus of a future monstropolis..

The train system abuilding now night and day is for a
projected population of two millliom, Those empty spaces along
the rapid transit tracks are as sure Lo 11l up as a glass
poised under the tembling mouth of = heer bottle,

There's an awful lot of drinking in Calgary.. Saturday:
mornine downtown people lie on sidewalks, or on the snow over
the sidewslks, because they drank so much and have no other
place to lie, some plee whers thay could go and be welcone
and warm =2nd mavbe sobher up with coffee perhaps laced with
brandy and 8 good conversatlion awoul why the drinking rezlly
haprened, why it had Lo happen Ssturday morning in Calgary
with all the crowdso” vecple and the strests {lowlng with
cors barely moving along but with so much effort.

There mav he wesd in Calgary buf none for me excepl ona
joint =i Clouds'™n'Water, or perhaps two or three on at

most two noccASIOoNS.
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Yes, well what I'm saying is that Calgary is literally
booming into the future, There are s few old houses along
the river buft it's mainly new ones goling up like layers
on an oniom, cheaply built and sold (or more money than
mansions many other places.

If I were going to peneralize I'd just tell you it's xm
affiful and to hell with 1t, but the point 1s I arrived there
August fth, had work by Exbrwmrx Augist 17th as a proofreader
at MeAra printine plant, moved into -~ rooming house so0 as
nol Lo Jeopardize the welfare of my wife and our klds,
ot on board as classical music reviewer for the CALGARY
HERALD, one of two daily vapers, bought twe fine cars for
8 hundred fifty dollar apliece and contended with reglistering,
insurlng and &perating them, learrned to pley my bouzoukl
with its eight strings and mourdlike shape, hung around the
communlity art gallery as muech a< it could stand me (which
was very little for reasons I'11 explain), did a project
on an authentic child predigy plano genius, and a translation
from Spanish of atruly original tract by Horaclo Zaiala,.
moverd in mith my wife and children and ceme to know them,
apulied to the Canade Council te do a zrant that involved
developing an art movement consistinz of Tive artists each
i Calgary, Edmonton and Vancouvery and now #avo gohe aWay
to Maxieo with my middle son Jesce, planning to either
return to Calgary in =ix wesks, or not.

It seems Lo melo tell the story of the process of those
wesks from August lstxim, when I arrived by plsane from
a4 departure polnt so blzzarre I mean to omlit it entirely

from the story, to when I left with my three year ald son
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Jesse Art in a 1968 Volkswagen bug last week, February

saventh to be exactt (Valentine's was yesterday, bahy) -

starting on this trip. To tell how 1 got hired and managed

to work and Jjoined the Jewisn community center and

Wow we all went swim-ineg snd these other things I did

besides that kept me alive as this thing we are often

calling "ertist" for want of a bet-er word,. to describe, um,

the hepalthy obsesslon of having enough to do 50 gverybhlng
1a all right.

The truth is some eplsodes in my 1ife in the past, in
Montreal nnd Budapest and Bhe mountains of New Mexico
and, yes! even in an ohscure institutlon far the disabled
In rural Denwark, have been sc spley and spacy and fraught
with peril and delight as well (oh the perfume of her
blank-faced thighs, four years in a Turkish jailli?!)
that 1t feels pretty tame to talk exclusively about
Calzary, Still, what we are abtout is tazioally scientific
reasearch, &and the documents are handy. Save the vest for
later, whe=n the =mantle of dimming memnry can disgulse
embarassment and c211 up yvour arenytypes, the myth figures
¥ L )
e 're a4ll busy creating (this is not a general circulztion
pleee of shit, lat me t21l you) (we =2rs artists--you're
not me, I'm not you; leave plastie %o preserva {urniture
0.Ke? (jump, jump, jump)--for now the facis are clear r
: ATe .
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a8 graduzlly other voices build up and the bottle mets
full of music,

Kynaston then played a sonata written for him
by American composer Nils Vigeland, = student of Lucas
Foss, Actually he only played the first half of the work
and that for the second time, The s=-ond half calls for
a chorus and censists of thirty-elght cadences.

Vigeland's work, called the Mendelssohn Sonata,
covtalns clusters of tones that advance and ebb wilth
a kind of Lunar vespers feeling,

Last on the program was a diftferent kind af tribute
to Bach by Czebheomposer Miles Scokola .. This 13 a
Pasracaglia quasl Toccata based on the name of Bach,

It starts muted and grows and grows tremendouslym,. then
dles and comes to 1ll%e again with melodic Tlgures inverting
like a musical eguivalent of the visual animation for a
television title. This erab dance swells and swells and
Pinally a2 clear arpegrio emerges whose notes spell Bod.C.H,.

Kynaston is headliner of a series ofxxtotaling
81x% concerts to be played between now and Spring.

He has elghteen records out, devotes himself entirely to
congerts, and is Jjust completing & thres wesk tour

that took him through New Enzland and te Kansas jefore
the Tinal step in Calgary.

"I enjoyed it a lot hetter without the snow", said the
sof't spoken performer over sherry and hors dBceurves
following his performance, ¥+ He expressed the oplinion
that every town may be a piano town, but Calgary could

bz that rarer thing, an organ town,



